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From: Jonathan von Ranson 
To: Kathleen Abernathy 
Date: Wed,Apr16,2003 11:18AM 
Subject: 

Dear Commissioner, 

I don't feel the FCC has done nearly enough to call attention to the issues involved in the further 
deregulation of broadcast outlet ownership. 

If it has, the news hasn't reached the general public or even the opinion makers sufficiently. Maybe you've 
tried, and the (increasingly centrally-owned) media have chosen to play down the story. If true, that would 
suggest that deregulation has already gone too far. 

In any case, there has been little debate about the pros and cons of this proposal, and I call on you to 
postpone for a full year a vote on the issue. Meanwhile, I ask you to put a great deal more effort into 
widespread, travelling hearings on the issue. 

Yours truly, 

Jonathan von Ranson 
6 Lockes Village Rd. 
Wendell MA 01379 

June 2 deadline and further deregulation of broadcast ownership 

978 544-3750 



From: Jonathan von Ranson 
To: Michael Copps 
Date: Wed, Apr 16,2003 11:18AM 
Subject: 

Dear Commissioner, 

I don't feel the FCC has done nearly enough to call attention to the issues involved in the further 
deregulation of broadcast outlet ownership. 

If it has, the news hasn't reached the general public or even the opinion makers sufficiently. Maybe you've 
tried, and the (increasingly centrally-owned) media have chosen to play down the story. If true, that would 
suggest that deregulation has already gone too far. 

In any case, there has been little debate about the pros and cons of this proposal, and I call on you to 
postpone for a full year a vote on the issue. Meanwhile, I ask you to put a great deal more effort into 
widespread, travelling hearings on the issue. 

Yours truly, 

Jonathan von Ranson 
6 Lockes Village Rd. 
Wendell MA 01379 

978 544-3758 

June 2 deadline and further deregulation of broadcast ownership 



From: Heller, Martha 
To: Commissioner Adelstein 
Date: 
Subject: MB Docket No. 02-277 

Commissioner Adelstein, 

Please find attached a copy of the ex parte notice filed in the above-referenced proceeding in connection 
with your meeting with John Sturm of the Newspaper Association of America and Richard E. Wiley on 
April 14. 

Please let me know if you have any questions about this 

Martha E. Heller 
Wiley Rein & Fielding LLP 
1776 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20006 
202.71 9.3234 
mheIler@wrf.com 

Wed, Apr 16,2003 1126 AM 

mailto:mheIler@wrf.com
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From: blowhole@hawaiian.net 
To: Kathleen Abernathy 
Date: 
Subject: 

Dear Commissioner Abernathy, 

Any further consolidation of the media under the misnomer of "deregulation" 
needs to now be stopped and, I believe, reversed. 

Television and radio news in the control of a just a few dollar-driven 
corporations has undermined our democracy more than any other modem force 
except the high cost of broadcast commercials during elections. 

These massive media companies have failed in their public trust to provide 
crucial unbiased information to the public about most public issues. 

Please(!) break up these media conglomerates, and open the spectrum to a 
wide diversity of organizations and independent journalists, and to 
reinstate the Fairness Doctrine. 

Thank you for this opportunity to express my concerns 

Best regards, 

Wed, Apr 16,2003 1211 PM 
Docket No. 02-277: Support competition, diversity and localism 

Sanford higginbotham 
private mail box 253 
post office box 223300 
princeville 
kauai 
hawaii 
96722-5342 

mailto:blowhole@hawaiian.net


upport competition, 

From: blowhole@hawaiian.net 
To: Michael Copps 
Date: 
Subject: 

Dear Commissioner Copps, 

Any further consolidation of the media under the misnomer of "deregulation" 
needs to now be stopped and, I believe, reversed. 

Television and radio news in the control of a just a few dollar-driven 
corporations has undermined our democracy more than any other modern force 
except the high cost of broadcast commercials during elections. 

These massive media companies have failed in their public trust to provide 
crucial unbiased information to the public about most public issues. 

Please(!) break up these media conglomerates, and open the spectrum to a 
wide diversity of organizations and independent journalists, and to 
reinstate the Fairness Doctrine. 

Thank you for this opportunity to express my concerns. 

Best regards, 

Wed, Apr 16,2003 12: l l  PM 
Docket No. 02-277: Support competition, diversity and IocalismDe 

Sanford higginbotham 
private mail box 253 
post office box 223300 
princeville 
kauai 
hawaii 
96722-5342 

mailto:blowhole@hawaiian.net


From: Zena Hartung 
To: Commissioner Adelstein 
Date: 
Subject: Deregulation 

I am aware of the vote scheduled for June 2 on further deregulation of 
broadcasting ownership. If you vote to deregulate further this will do 
enormous damage to our already beleaguered democracy, putting control 
of information dissemination into the hands of a few whose motives are 
profit, not the public interest 

Chairman Powell I urge you to put off this vote for at least 12 months 
so the issue can be studied, so the public can be informed (commercial 
media is ignoring the issue totally). 

If this deregulation goes through we will see greater voter apathy, a 
less informed public (scary considering how ill informed people are 
already) and this will be bad for the US and for the world. Please do 
not do this. 

Thank you. 

Zena Hartung 

Wed, Apr 16,2003 12:18 PM 



From: Zena Hartung 
To: Michael Copps 
Date: 
Subject: Deregulation 

I am aware of the vote scheduled for June 2 on further deregulation of 
broadcasting ownership. If you vote to deregulate further this will do 
enormous damage to our already beleaguered democracy, putting control 
of information dissemination into the hands of a few whose motives are 
profit. not the public interest. 

Chairman Powell I urge you to put off this vote for at least 12 months 
so the issue can be studied, so the public can be informed (commercial 
media is ignoring the issue totally). 

If this deregulation goes through we will see greater voter apathy, a 
less informed public (scary considering how ill informed people are 
already) and this will be bad for the US and for the world. Please do 
not do this. 

Thank you. 
Zena Hartung 

Wed, Apr 16,2003 1220 PM 
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From: blowhole@hawaiian.net 
To: Commissioner Adelstein 
Date: 
Subject: 

Hello Commissioner Adelstein, 

Any further consolidation of the media under the misnomer of "deregulation" needs to now be stopped 
and, I believe, reversed. 

Television and radio news in the control of a just a few dollar-driven corporations has undermined our 
democracy more than any other modern force except the high cost of broadcast commercials during 
elections. 

These massive media companies have failed in their public trust to provide crucial unbiased information to 
the public about most public issues. 

Please(!) break up these media conglomerates, and open the spectrum to a wide diversity of 
organizations and independent journalists, and to reinstate the Fairness Doctrine. 

Thank you for this opportunity to express my concerns 

Best regards, 

Wed, Apr 16,2003 12:32 PM 
Docket No. 02-277: Support competition, diversity and localism 

Sanford higginbotham 
private mail box 253 
post office box 223300 
princeville 
kauai 
hawaii 
96722-5342 

mailto:blowhole@hawaiian.net


From: Kathy Manley 
To: Commissioner Adelstein 
Date: 
Subject: 

Wed, Apr 16, 2003 1:11 PM 
Don't vote for media monopoly 

I am aware of the vote scheduled for June 2 on further deregulation of 
broadcasting ownership. If you vote to deregulate further this will do 
enormous damage to our already beleaguered democracy, putting control 
of information dissemination into the hands of a few whose motives are 
profit, not the public interest. 

Chairman Powell I urge you to put off this vote for at least 12 months 
so the issue can be studied, so the public can be informed (commercial 
media is ignoring the issue totally). 

If this deregulation goes through we will see greater voter apathy, a 
less informed public (scary considering how ill informed people are 
already) and this will be bad for the US and for the world. Please do 
not do this. 

Thank you., Kathy Manley 

Protect your PC - Click here for McAfee.com Virusscan Online 
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From: Kathy Manley 
To: Michael Copps 
Date: 
Subject: 

Wed, Apr 16,2003 1:12 PM 
Don't vote for media monopoly 

I am aware of the vote scheduled for June 2 on further deregulation of 
broadcasting ownership. If you vote to deregulate further this will do 
enormous damage to our already beleaguered democracy, putting control 
of information dissemination into the hands of a few whose motives are 
profit, not the public interest. 

Chairman Powell I urge you to put off this vote for at least 12 months 
so the issue can be studied, so the public can be informed (commercial 
media is ignoring the issue totally). 

If this deregulation goes through we will see greater voter apathy, a 
less informed public (scary considering how ill informed people are 
already) and this will be bad for the US and for the world. Please do 
not do this. 

Thank you, Kathy Manley 

- 
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From: cosmcgovem 
To: 
Abernathy 
Date: 
Subject: FCC deregulation 

Dear Commissioner: 

Regarding the upcoming FCC vote, further consolidation of the media in the false name of "deregulation" 
must be halted and in fact reversed. TV and radio news in the hands of a handful of profitdriven 
corporations has undermined our democracy more than any other modern force except the high cost of 
broadcast commercials during elections. The media companies have failed in their public trust to provide 
crucial unbiased information to the public about most public issues, most notably the drive to war in Iraq. 
As an American concerned about our democracy, I call on you to break up the media conglomerates, to 
open the spectrum to a wide diversity of organizations and independent journalists, and to reinstate the 
Fairness Doctrine. 

Thank you, 

Cosmea McGovern 

Mike Powell, Michael Copps, KM KJMWEB. Commissioner Adelstein, Kathleen 

Wed, Apr 16, 2003 3 5 7  PM 



From: cosmcgovern 
To: 
Abernathy 
Date: 
Subject: FCC deregulation 

Dear Commissioner: 

Regarding the upcoming FCC vote, further consolidation of the media in the false name of "deregulation" 
must be halted and in fact reversed. N and radio news in the hands of a handful of profitdriven 
corporations has undermined our democracy more than any other modern force except the high cost of 
broadcast commercials during elections. The media companies have failed in their public trust to provide 
crucial unbiased information to the public about most public issues, most notably the drive to war in Iraq. 
As an American concerned about our democracy, I call on you to break up the media conglomerates, to 
open the spectrum to a wide diversity of organizations and independent journalists, and to reinstate the 
Fairness Doctrine. 

Thank you, 

Cosmea McGovern 

Mike Powell, Michael Copps, KM KJMWEB, Commissioner Adelstein, Kathleen 

Wed, Apr 16, 2003 357 PM 



From: cosmcgovern 
To: Mike Powell, Michael Copps, KM KJMWEB, Commissioner Adelstein, Kathleen 

Dear Commissioner: 

Regarding the upcoming FCC vote, further consolidation of the media in the false name &%@- 
must be halted and in fact reversed. TV and radio news in the hands of a handful of profitdriven 

' . corporatW~has-undermined our d e m e e m e y m m e + h m a q + & b ~ m d e m ~ ~ ~ t h e ~ ~ ~  
broadcast commerciafs . . . . during . . . . . . .. elections. The media co,m,pnies,fi~e, failed~ in their. public..tm5t........ .p.mVlde 
cruci.al unbiased information to the publicaboutVmostpublicissues, most notauy the ycIUg~Wd.F!@&!#@ 

Fairness Doctrine. 

Thank you, 

Cosmea McGovern 

As an American concerned about our democracy, I call on you to break up the media conglomerates, to 
open the spectrum to a wide diversity of organizations and independent journalists, and to reinstate the 

sah :FWW uo!suwta 
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From: Bettie Graves 
To: 
Adelstein 
Date: 
Subject: FCC VOTE 

Chairman Michael K. Powell: 
Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy: 
Commissioner Michael J. Copps: 
Commissioner Kevin J. Martin: 
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein: 

Dear Commissioners: 

Regarding the upcoming FCC vote, further consolidation of the media in the false name of "deregulation" 
must be halted and in fact reversed. TV and radio news in the hands of a handful of profit-driven 
corporations has undermined our democracy more than any other modern force except the high cost of 
broadcast commercials during elections. The media companies have failed in their public trust to provide 
crucial unbiased information to the public about most public issues, most notably the drive to war in Iraq. 
As an American concerned about our democracy, I call on you to break up the media conglomerates, to 
open the spectrum to a wide diversity of organizations and independent journalists, and to reinstate the 
Fairness Doctrine. 

Thank you, 
Bettie Graves 

Mike Powell, Kathleen Abernathy, Michael Copps, KM KJMWEB, Commissioner 

Wed, Apr 16, 2003 721 PM 



From: NMeyer52@aol.com 
To: Kathleen Abernathy 
Date: 
Subject: deregulation 

Dear Mr. Powell, 
I certainly hope that you will deliberate very carefully before making any dramatic decisions regarding 
deregulation. Too often I have heard this debate framed in the context of what is best for the consumer 
rather than the citizen. In our democracy it is imperative that we citizens have as many sources as 
possible to be educated. With media ownership concentration come fewer opportunities for the citizenry to 
be informed. 

I attended a Town Meeting (standing room only) on 4/15/03 at Saint Michael's College. Those attending 
were unanimously opposed to deregulation. There has not been nearly enough dialogue. There needs to 
be much more debate. 

Keep our democracy healthy! 

Sincerely, 
Nick Meyer 

Wed, Apr 16,2003 9:36 PM 

mailto:NMeyer52@aol.com


From: NMeyer52@aol.com 
To: Commissioner Adelstein 
Date: 
Subject: deregulation 

Dear Mr. Powell, 
I certainly hope that you will deliberate very carefully before making any dramatic decisions regarding 
deregulation. Too oflen I have heard this debate framed in the context of what is best for the consumer 
rather than the citizen. In our democracy it is imperative that we citizens have as many sources as 
possible to be educated. With media ownership concentration come fewer opportunities for the citizenry to 
be informed. 

I attended a Town Meeting (standing room only) on 4/15/03 at Saint Michael's College. Those attending 
were unanimously opposed to deregulation. There has not been nearly enough dialogue. There needs to 
be much more debate. 

Keep our democracy healthy! 

Sincerely, 
Nick Meyer 

Wed, Apr 16, 2003 9:38 PM 

mailto:NMeyer52@aol.com


From: NMeyer52@aol.com 
To: Commissioner Adelstein 
Date: 
Subject: deregulation 

Dear Mr. Powell, 
I certainly hope that you will deliberate very carefully before making any dramatic decisions regarding 
deregulation. Too often I have heard this debate framed in the context of what is best for the consumer 
rather than the citizen. In our democracy it is imperative that we citizens have as many sources as 
possible to be educated. With media ownership concentration come fewer opportunities for the citizenry to 
be informed. 

I attended a Town Meeting (standing room only) on 4/15/03 at Saint Michael's College. Those attending 
were unanimously opposed to deregulation. There has not been nearly enough dialogue. There needs to 
be much more debate. 

Keep our democracy healthy! 

Sincerely, 
Nick Meyer 

Wed, Apr 16,2003 9:38 PM 

mailto:NMeyer52@aol.com
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From: luvyy38@yahoo.com 
To: Michael Copps 
Date: 
Subject: 

Thu, Apr 17,2003 7:09 AM 
Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process 

FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps 

Dear FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps, 

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently 
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership 
rules. Repeal or significant modification of these 
rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers 
that could reduce competition and diversity in the 
media. 

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final 
form, the public must have the opportunity to review 
and comment on any specific changes the Commission 
plans to make. 

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one 
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper, 
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving 
it dominant influence over the content and slant of 
local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity 
of cultural and political discussion in a community. 
It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates 
that use local media for advertising. 

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly, 
no public comment has been received on any specific 
changes. We believe that additional input from the 
public will help the Commission see the strengths and 
weaknesses of any new approach. 

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of 
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a 
meaningful period of time for the public to review 
and comment on any proposed changes before a final 
rule is issued. 

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous. 
More information, not less, about proposed changes 
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope 
the Commission would do everything in its power to 
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as 
possible. 

mailto:luvyy38@yahoo.com
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Sincerely, 

EVELYN GUARINO 
2268 MORRISON AVE 
UNION, New Jersey 07083-5249 



From: luvyy38@yahoo.com 
To: Kathleen Abernathy 
Date: 
Subject: 

Thu, Apr 17, 2003 7:09 AM 
Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process 

FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy 

Dear FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy, 

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently 
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership 
rules. Repeal or significant modification of these 
rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers 
that could reduce competition and diversity in the 
media. 

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final 
form, the public must have the opportunity to review 
and comment on any specific changes the Commission 
plans to make. 

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one 
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper, 
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving 
it dominant influence over the content and slant of 
local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity 
of cultural and political discussion in a community. 
It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates 
that use local media for advertising. 

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly, 
no public comment has been received on any specific 
changes. We believe that additional input from the 
public will help the Commission see the strengths and 
weaknesses of any new approach. 

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of 
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a 
meaningful period of time for the public to review 
and comment on any proposed changes before a final 
rule is issued. 

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous. 
More information, not less, about proposed changes 
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope 
the Commission would do everything in its power to 
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as 
possible. 

mailto:luvyy38@yahoo.com
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Sincerely, 

EVELYN GUARINO 
2268 MORRISON AVE 
UNION, New Jersey 07083-5249 



From: hapi22aearthIink.net 
To: Kathleen Abernathy 
Date: 
Subject: 

Dear Commissioner Abernathy: 

Regarding the upcoming FCC vote, further consolidation of the media in the false name of "deregulation" 
must be halted and in fact reversed. N a n d  radio news in the hands of a handful of profitdriven 
corporations has undermined our democracy more than any other modern force except the high cost of 
broadcast commercials during elections. 

The media companies have FAILED in their public trust to provide crucial UNBIASED information to the 
public about most public issues, most notably the drive to war in Iraq. 

As an American concerned about our democracy, I call on you to 

Thu, Apr 17,2003 11:22 AM 
DO NOT FAIL the American people 

* 
f 

break up the media conglomerates, 
open the spectrum to a wide diversity of organizations and independent journalists 
reinstate the Fairness Doctrine. * 

The American airwaves belong to the American people and are to be operated on behalf of the American 
public's well-being. The American airwaves are not a trough at which wealthy political campaign 
contributors may feed. 

I hope you will protect the American people's right to have access to as varied an assortment of opinions 
on public issues as is possible. To do anything less would be un-American. 

Please DO NOT FAIL the American people in order to please wealthy, ideologically-driven media owners. 
Please. 

Thank you, 
:Lois Eiwin 

http://hapi22aearthIink.net
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From: hapi22aearthIink.net 
To: Michael Copps 
Date: 
Subject: 

Dear Commissioner Copps: 

Regarding the upcoming FCC vote, further consolidation of the media in the false name of "deregulation" 
must be halted and in fact reversed. TV and radio news in the hands of a handful of profit-driven 
corporations has undermined our democracy more than any other modem force except the high cost of 
broadcast commercials during elections. 

The media companies have FAILED in their public trust to provide crucial UNBIASED information to the 
public about most public issues, most notably the drive to war in Iraq. 

As an American concerned about our democracy, I call on you to 

Thu. Apr 17,2003 11:23 AM 
DO NOT FAIL the American people 

L 

* 
" 

break up the media conglomerates, 

reinstate the Fairness Doctrine. 
open the spectrum to a wide diversity of organizations and independent journalists 

The American airwaves belong to the American people and are to be operated on behalf of the American 
public's well-being. The American airwaves are not a trough at which wealthy political campaign 
contributors may feed. 

I hope you will protect the American people's right to have access to as varied an assortment of opinions 
on public issues as is possible. To do anything less would be un-American. 

Please DO NOT FAIL the American people in order to please wealthy, ideologically-driven media owners. 
Please. 

Thank you, 
:Lois Erwin 

http://hapi22aearthIink.net
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From: nkieboom@yahoo.co.uk 
To: Michael Copps 
Date: 
Subject: 

Thu, Apr 17,2003 12:31 PM 
Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process 

FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps 

Dear FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps, 

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently 
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership 
rules. Repeal or significant modification of these 
rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers 
that could reduce competition and diversity in the 
media. 

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final 
form, the public must have the opportunity to review 
and comment on any specific changes the Commission 
plans to make. 

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one 
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper, 
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving 
it dominant influence over the content and slant of 
local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity 
of cultural and political discussion in a community. 
It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates 
that use local media for advertising. 

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly, 
no public comment has been received on any specific 
changes. We believe that additional input from the 
public will help the Commission see the strengths and 
weaknesses of any new approach. 

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of 
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a 
meaningful period of time for the public to review 
and comment on any proposed changes before a final 
rule is issued. 

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous. 
More information, not less, about proposed changes 
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope 
the Commission would do everything in its power to 
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as 
possible. 

mailto:nkieboom@yahoo.co.uk

